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To George Manwaring, of Benenden, near Cranbrook, 
ten pounds. 

To Frances Cobbin, of Bury St. Edmunds, eight gui- 
neas. 

To Mrs. Ingledon, of Aldborough, in Yorkshire, five 
guineas. 

The premium of the silver Ceres medal or ten guineas, 
for plat in imitation of Leghorn, made from English straw, 
was awarded to Mr. J. Home, Jun., of Kenninghall, in 
Norfolk. 



The following letters have been selected for publication, 
as showing the progress which the manufacture is making, 
and containing other interesting particulars. 

Hemsted-place, near Cranbrook, Kent, 
Sir, February 3, 1826. 

The bonnet which accompanies this letter was made in 
the course of last month by George Manwaring, of this 
parish (Benenden). This young man has been for years 
a cripple in his legs, and has been principally supported 
by the parish ; but having applied himself very diligently 
to the manufacture of straw plat hats and bonnets after 
the Leghorn method, he is now superintending a school in 
this village, containing nearly thirty poor girls, from seven 
to thirteen years old, who are making great progress in 
acquiring this manufacture. 

This bonnet is presented to the Society precisely as it 
comes from the manufacturer's hands, neither bleached, 
stiffened, pressed, or coloured in \he least degree ; and it 
is made entirely from the common English red wheat straw, 
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which I grew on my own farm for this purpose. I sowed 
a quantity of tail wheat, in the proportion of seventeen 
bushels to the acre last Michaelmas, cut and harvested it, 
after the Florentine manner, in June ; and without any 
other preparation, G. Manwaring platted and formed 
this bonnet. The present fashion would, perhaps, have 
required the brim of it to be wider, but he was apprehen- 
sive of losing the opportunity of offering himself as a can- 
didate for any reward which the Society may think his 
production deserves. 

I am, Sir. 

A. Aikin, Esq. &c - &c - &c - 

Secretary, Sfc. Sfc. Thos. Law Hodges. 

P.S. I prefer sowing tail to head grain, as more seed is 
contained in the same measure, and it consequently comes 
up finer. I have this year a quantity now coming up, 
sown after the rate of twenty bushels to the acre, and 
which I anticipate will be much finer than that of last 
year. 



Barham House of Industry, near Ipswich. 
Sir, January 30, 1826. 

I respectfully beg leave to send with this letter a bonnet 
manufactured by me at the Barham House of Industry. 
It is made from spring wheat straw of last year's growth 
(1825), from land in the parish of Claydon, near Ipswich. 
I grew eight acres of the wheat-straw from which this 
bonnet was made. I am preparing ten acres for the same 
purpose this year, and if the weather prove auspicious for 
harvesting the straw, I shall employ at the end of this year 
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at least five hundred hands in this manufacture. The 
bonnet now sent is manufactured without either pressing, 
bleaching, or any other process, and is in the state in which 
it came from the knitter's hands. 

I am, Sir, 

A. Aihin, Esq. &c- &c - &«• 

Secretary, Sfc. Sfc. Joseph Long. 



Kenninghall, Norfolk, 
Sib, February 2, 1826. 

Herewith you will receive upwards of fifty-two score of 
plat, manufactured from spring-wheat, grown at Kenning- 
hall in the county of Norfolk, by me. I humbly put in 
my claim for the premium offered by the Society of Arts, 
&c. for the above quantity, produced according to the di- 
rections in the Society's publication for 1826. I flatter 
myself it will be the best that will be produced to the So- 
ciety, as it knit up very handsome. It is all of it just as it 
came out of the field, neither cleaned nor bleached, except 
two small parcels that are bleached, and which I have spe- 
cified on the labels. I have likewise sent two small parcels 
of the unmanufactured straw, one parcel is bleached, and 
the other not bleached. The land it was grown on I find is 
particularly suitable; it is a very stiff, clay soil, and pro- 
duces the material fine, both in colour and size, and solid 
or firm, so that it stands well to the pressing ; in short, I 
presume, if you compare it with the foreign, you will per- 
ceive they are exactly alike. I am employing a great 
many hands in the business, who would otherwise be on 
the parish for a livelihood. I am a poor man, and should 
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I be fortunate enough to obtain the premium offered, it 
will materially assist me to prosecute it with effect. Should 
you require a confirmation of what I have stated, I can 
very easily obtain it from many most respectable persons. 

I am, Sir, 

A. Aikin,Esq. &c - &c - &c - 

Secretary, fyc. Sec. John Horne, Jun. 



Messrs. Muir, of Greenock, also sent a parcel of hats, 
which, from not arriving in time, could not (consistently 
with the Society's regulations) be admitted in claim of the 
premium. 

On examination, the samples proved to be remarkably 
even in colour, and very well platted ; the material (rye 
straw) is very tough ; and, according to the judgment of 
persons largely employed in London in the sale of Italian 
hats, those of Messrs. Muir's manufacture are quite equal 
to Leghorn. 

The large silver medal was awarded to Messrs. Muir. 

The following is the communication received from them 
on the subject. 

Sir, Greenock, Feb. 28, 1826. 

In reply to yours of the 24th February we have to say, 
that we continue to use the straw of the rye only, and 
have not adopted any other material. There is not at 
present any house where our hats are soldi The greater 
part of what we make are maid's sizes ; they bring the 
same duty ; we can produce them of better value. We 
intend in a few days to forward some of them to Messrs. 
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Welsh, Gregory, and Cubit, and Blackmore, Swan, and 
Co., London. 

We are, Sir,, 

&c. &c. &c. 
A. Aikin, Esq. James & Andrew Muir. 

Secretary, fyc. fyc. 



Sir, Greenock, February 10, 1826. 

Some of the members of the Highland Society, Edin- 
burgh, having solicited our information on the subject of 
manufacturing straw hats in imitation of Leghorn, our A. 
Muir met yesterday with the committee in their chambers, 
Queen-street, and produced samples of straw, plat, and 
hats, in imitation of Leghorn hats. He also laid before 
them a few hasty drawn up remarks, a copy of which we 
hand you, with samples of our manufacture, for your in- 
spection. We did not think of entering into further com- 
petition before the London Society, though we think none 
have made greater progress in the manufacture than our- 
selves ; perhaps the Society of Arts may think well of our 
hint, as it respects giving small premiums to the operatives, 
that is, the platters and knitters of the hats. A large pro- 
portion of the female population of Orkney is now engaged 
in that kind of manufacture, and to women who do not 
earn more than from eight to twelve pounds a year, a few 
premiums of one to two guineas distributed annually would 
add to the comforts of those who receive them, and prove 
a general stimulus to cleanliness, which, we think, is much 
wanted in -the manufactory. And perhaps the manufac- 
ture may be still improved, if wheat straw could be raised 
as fine as the rye, and of a similar colour. 

VOL. xliv. i> 
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We have herewith sent you a sample of the top joints 
of our rye as it is given out to the platters ; and three 
pieces, thirty yards each, of our finest plat, neither of 
which has undergone any bleaching since the straw was 
brought from the field ; the hats are as from the needle, 
but the plat was bleached before knitting. We have also 
sent samples of wheat straw hats, split and knitted in imi- 
tation of whole straw. They will make beautiful light 
bonnets, and show what might be done with the wheat 
straw, but they are more expensive than the rye straw. 
We have enclosed a note of the prices, in case any of the 
members of the Society wished to purchase. You see the 
flats are twenty-four inches in place of twenty-two, the 
foreign size ; we cut the flats in two, and with another 
crown make two hats. 

We are, Sir, &c. &c. 
A. Aikin, Esq. James & Andrew Muir. 

Secretary, Sfc. fyc. 



REMARKS BY J. AND A. MUIR ON THE MANUFACTURE OF 
PLAT AND HATS IN IMITATION OF LEGHORN. 

In summer, 1823, our attention was directed to the ma- 
nufacture of straw hats in imitation of Leghorn ; we that 
year made hats from the common rye grass, the crested 
dogs'-tail, and the sweet scented vernal, neither of these 
grasses, when made up into hats, had that appearance as 
to encourage our persevering with them. We also made 
trial of wheat straw, and the rye that produces grain, we 
have not been able to raise wheat sufficiently small in the 
op joint as to make hats. 



